Chapter APA Award Recognition... Nebraska Planning Award Renamed at Conference

Charleston-Ptak Distinguished Leadership Award for a Planning Advocate
Steve Charleston, Lincoln & Dave Ptak, Norfolk

During the 2011 Nebraska Annual Planning and Zoning Conference the Distinguished Leadership
Award for a Planning Advocate was renamed in honor of both Steve Charleston from Nebraska
Department of Economic Development and David Ptak, Attorney at Law. The new name of the award is
the Charleston-Ptak Distinguished Leadership Award for a Planning Advocate. The award is only
renamed for the Nebraska Chapter recipients.

Both Steve and Dave have given a great deal of their personal time and money to insure that both
citizen and professional planners are properly trained.

Steve has been involved in a number of activities that have assured that people in Nebraska have the
proper planning education. He was a key individual that established a Technical Assistance Grant for the
Nebraska Chapter of APA. This grant currently is up to $7,500 annually for training planning
commissioners and citizens in Nebraska's planning requirements, laws and procedures. This grant allows
the Nebraska Chapter of APA to bring quality speakers from across the United States annually as well as
it provides scholarships for planning and zoning officials and other city/county members to attend the
conference when budgets may not allow.

Steve was also key in establishing the Planning Grant funds within the Community Development Block
Grant program. The funds distributed since the start of the program total several million.

Dave has been heavily involved in education, especially during the annual conference. He has been an
active member of the conference for over 30 years, sometimes doing three to four legal session during
the 2 1/2 day conference. In 1997, when county planning and zoning began to become popular, he
worked to educate the existing 23 counties that had planning and zoning as well as the 70 counties that
did not have any planning and zoning in place. Besides these activities, he has typically been willing to
answer questions via email or phone call, usually at no cost to the community or county.

The Nebraska Chapter of APA is very proud to bestow this honor on both of these well deserving
gentlemen.

Keith Marvin AICP



President, Nebraska Chapter of American Planning Association NE APA and NPZA joint President’s
Award...State Senator David Landis, Director of Urban Development, Lincoln, Nebraska

NPZA Professional Award...Brett Baker, City Administrator/Clerk/Economic Development Director,
Hickman Nebraska

2011 NPZA Mitsuo Kawamoto for Excellence in Planning Award... David Potter, Senior Community

Planner, JEO Consulting Group Inc.

NPZA Elected Official Award...Jerry McCallum, Board of Commissioners, Madison County Nebraska

NPZA Elected Official Award...Mayor and City Council of Waverly, Nebraska,
Mayor Mike Werner

Councilman Joe Dalton
Councilman Greg Rickers
Councilman John Hestermann
Councilman Chad Neuhalfen

NPZA Appointed Official Awards
Mark Shaneyfelt, Planning Commissioner, Aurora Nebraska
Bill Hayes, Planning Commissioner, Regional Planning Commission Hall County Nebraska

Colleen Lawry, City Administrator, Gretna Nebraska
Tom Nathan, Planning Commissioner, Pierce County Nebraska
Paul Gifford, Planning Commissioner, City of Fremont Nebraska



