American Planning Association
Nebraska Chapter

Moaking Great Communities

February 25, 2010

The Background
|

® Public/private partnership
- City of Omaha
- Omaha by Design
e Urban Design Element
e Comprehensive zoning code package

e Environment Omaha

The Project
|

e Creating an Environmental Element as a
component of Omaha’s mi
sustainability of the city in a comprehensive manner

e Launched by the City of Omaha and Omaha by
Design in November 2008
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The Process
¢ |

® Mirrors the process employed by the City of
Omaha and Omaha by Design to help create the
city’s UFdman Desi gn
® Lxceptions:
- Much smaller budget
- More reliance on local talent
- Limited consulting services

- More complex subject matter
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The Funders
. ]

eCity of Omaha’s Stor mwi
Program Grant from the Nebraska Department
of Environmental Quality

® Metropolitan Area Planning Agency

® Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District
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The Leadership
|

® Project co-chairs: Steve Jensen and Mike McMeekin
(City of Omaha and Omaha by Design)

® Project manager: Connie Spellman (Omaha by
Design)

® Project consultant: Rocky Mountain Institute

® Working Group, Core Committee and five Advisory
Committees (one for each content area)
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The Content Areas
e
® The Natural Environment
® Urban Form & Transportation
® Building Construction
® Resource Conservation

o Community Health
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Drafting and Implementation
¢ |

® Draft of Natural Environment, Urban Form &
Transportation, and Building Construction documents
complete and available for public comment

® Resource Conservation content under development
o Community Health begins in April
® Public review of entire draft document this summer

e EO master plan submitted to Omaha Planning Board,
City Council by end of year
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Community Engagement
|

® Public meetings

® FO web site, Facebook, Twitter

® DPress releases

® Speakers bureau

o Working relationships with all local media

e Creative opportunities:
MAT “What can you do?” <can

® Major community education campaign
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‘Why EO Now?
¢ |

e Environmental protection
e Economic development opportunities
e Lfficiency and competitiveness
e U.S. DOT/HUD/EPA Partnership
- Regional sustainability approach
- Partnerships and collaboration

- Federal government and foundation funding
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EO Content Area Highlights
¢ |

* Natural Environment

AUrban Form & Transportation
ABuilding Construction
AResource Conservation
ACommunity Health
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Natural Environment
overall goal
N

Omaha will place the highest value on the natural ecosystems and
environmental features that
environment and contribute
life. Omaha recognizes the health and well-being of the people in
the community depends on the health and well-being of the

natural environment. Integratingt he ci ty’'s urb
into natural ecosystems in ways that respect and maintain the
“natural capital” functions
result in long-term cost savings and improve the quality of life

for people in the community.

¥
Natural Environment omaha

measurements

Compact urban development (land use and population)
Access to open space for the entire community
Preserved and restored natural features

Tree canopy coverage

Water quality

Air Quality

I




Natural Environment Om:"la

goal areas

e Land
AVisual resources
ANatural habitats
AUrban landscapes
AAir and climate
AAcoustic environment

AWater

Ensure that land use and development patterns safeguard
natural ecosystems and resources while providing for the

longt erm heal th of the comm
climate and the people in the community.

Visual Resources
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Natural Habitats

\ . 0
Preserve, proteet and restote matural commudities, ecosystems
and their proce@lses and habitat throughout the city and
metropolitan area and provide for the needs of native species

in balance with-human habitation. - 4
e i

Urban Landscapes

Promote the uselof natt

eliminate noxious /in
of the_cCli

Ensure that all ;ﬂ‘h)f the communit
quality that promotes both the health o

community and the natural environment. Enhance the
microclimate throughout the community. Ta

actions to minimize

change and to mitigate ch: that are predicted for the

Mi dwest ‘region’s cli mat e.




Ensure that sounds and noise levels within the
community promote a high quality of life and health
for metropolitan area residents and avoid harmful
effects of noise pollution on wildlife. -
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Environment Omaha

® Natural Environment
¢ Urban Form & Transportation
* Building Construction
* Resource Conservation
¢ Community Health
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“A squaremics

Aensity = 6,100 pet square mile

Al'ransit mode share oftjourney to work = about «

40%

A5 square miles
bensit) 3,440 peop.
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Urban Form & Transportation om:ﬁa

overall goal

Omaha will substantially reduce its impact on the environment and
the per capita cost of critical infrastructure and municipal services
and substantially increase its level of urban quality and community
health by:
* Accommodating its potential urban population within a
compact contiguous urban area.
AProductively and effectively using all land within its 2010
municipal limits.
ASupporting an efficient city form with a balanced
transportation network that increases the role of low-impact
and active transportation modes in providing access to all
parts of the city.
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Urban Form & Transportation omana
measurements by 2030
e

Population density of 4,500 people per square mile

1. 10% all trips by active transportation modes.

2. Fewer than 65% of all work commuting trips by single
occupancy automobiles.

3. 30% decline in transportation-related greenhouse gas

emissions.

4.10% reduction in per capita motor vehicle miles traveled
(VMT) by Omaha motorists.

Urban Form & Transportation =~ OmMana

goals

¢ Large-scale city form
Aland use and development policy
Aland development
ATransportadon network
ATransit

AActive transportation

of,providing city services and es

neces8aty to support mote energy-effici
@@nsportation. &




Land Use and Development Policy

Create individual developments with components th
‘ 1 accessible to all inhabitants and
rtation. Pfovide-safe, defined and
M the public falm estinati
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and makes transitafilattractive option fondisefctionary

passengers.

~

Provide a high levelbf citywide access and continuity to

~“pedestrians and bifyclists, making active transportation a
real i ic and integral
network.
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Environment Omaha
¢ |

* Natural Environment
AUrban Form & Transportation
ABuilding Construction
AResource Conservation
ACommunity Health
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Building Construction omana

overall statement

Omaha secks to lead the nation through innovative
building construction, renovation and maintenance
approaches that create
designed to have a net positive and affordable impact
on Omaha’s environment,
quality of life.

-
Building Construction omaha

measurements

41% of energy consumption today is from residential
and commercial buildings.

By 2020, reduce end-use energy consumption by
approximately 23% of projected demand for
residential and commercial buildings.

w’

ah
Building Construction omaha
measurements

1. Adopt the intent of the American Institute of
Architects — AIA 2030 Challenge for residential and
commercial construction, with modifications

2. Ensure that all new buildings and major renovations
shall be designed to achieve 40% of the total possible
points on the LEED 2009 checklist for items unrelated
to Energy and Atmosphere points.
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Building Construction omaha
measurements

3. Reduce construction waste contributions to landfills
from building construction, demolition and renovation
to an amount that approaches zero by 2020.

4. Develop a timeline and systematic monitoring system to
determine progress toward achieving the strategies
outlined in the plan.

i
Building Construction omana
goals

* Non-residential - renovation
* Non-residential - new construction

¢ Residential - renovation/new construction
* Building sites

Non Residential
- Renovation

Take full advantage of
theC i Exiptings
building resources by
maximizing the use of
existing buildings and
improving their
performance.
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Non Residential - New Construction

d si ;t};;t'n i
W&E’ il they als
creativity;ificfease produegiwity, and enhance the quality
in the city.

Residential Renovation and New Construction

: . SR AY P
esidential communities thatproduee er
peoplefclean wated inpodelicalth, incorporate waste in
~ t6.the Aufrient cycle and demonstrate sustainable livin
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Building Sites - Residential and Non Residential

Minimize the consumption of undeveloped land and
maximize the sustainability of building sites through effective
use of techniques such as infill development, increased

density, building orientation, landscaping, storm water
retention, urban agriculture and 0

practices:
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Environment Omaha
N

* Natural Environment

AUrban Form & Transportation

ABuilding Construction

AResource Conservation

AC()mmunity Health \r
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RCSOIIICC Conservatlon
overall statement

Omaha will be a thriving community providing an
exceptional quality of life centered on an unwavering
dedication to resource conservation.
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Resource Conservation
measurements

A Reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

A Achieve year-on-year improvements in waste
generation and diversion.

A Reduce water use per capita.

A Increase the use of stormwater runoff/ gray water.

16



Resource Conservation om:l'na

goals

o Water

® Air and climate
® Lnergy
® Materials - purchasing, waste/recycling

e Human resources — green jobs, technology

’ relop ¢ m‘cﬂmﬁ:lemenf %n oriented strategies that pursue (onu’xg
rement of air quality and i incorporate climate change resilience,
ess regularly and report findings to the commumty, increasing
ou out the community.

17



Materials - Purchasing, Waste/Recycling

Establish standardized processes

that promote environmentally oriented
purchasing and aggtessively divert
materials from the landfill toward a
zero waste goal that also promotes

the concepts of rethink, reduce,

reuse and recycle while maximizing

the economic use of materials.

% OUmaha
"Recycles

) LA
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Environment Omaha

* Natural Environment
AUrban Form & Transportation
ABuilding Construction
AResource Conservation
AC()mmunity Health

* Pollution impacts on health
¢ Lifestyle

* Nutrition

¢ Recreation

¢ Community design

19



Recreation
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Lessons Learned

® Supportive mayor

® Trusted, committed planning department
o Independent liaison between public and private
e Compelling vision for the future

o Collaboration with professional, civic and
community organizations

® Media that takes active interest

® Active community engagement

Contact:

Omaha by Design
402.554.4010
info@omahabydesign.org

environmentomaha.com
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